South Carolina
Outdoor Calendar
January

Winter offers the perfect time to
plan for the upcoming growing
season. Use January to research
how to boost your home’s curb
appeal with native plants, attract
birds and butterflies, or start
an heirloom vegetable garden.
Clemson’s Home and Garden Information Center offers a wealth
of local knowledge.

May

February

It’s a great month to get outside
and spot some of South Carolina’s most beautiful residents its birds! February offers a great
opportunity to catch a glimpse
of nesting bald eagles, migrating
ducks, and colorful wading birds
at properties such as SCDNR’s
Bear Island Wildlife Management
Area.

June

March

Make sure your boat is safe and
seaworthy before the start of
boating season. Safety requirements vary depending on the size
of your vessel, but you’ll always
need enough lifejackets for all of
your passengers, visual distress
signals, a fire extinguisher, and
working boat/trailer lights.

Warmer weather brings more
people and animals to our beaches. Share the beach by giving
birds extra space as they nest and
raise their young, and keep an eye
out for unique marine life such as
horseshoe crabs. They’re harmless,
and you can save a life by flipping
overturned crabs you see.

July

August
Hurricane season is underway. As
you make a plan to protect your
home and family in the event of
a storm, don’t forget about your
boat, too. Prevent your property
from becoming dangerous marine debris – understand your insurance policy, determine when
you’d move vs. moor your boat,
and keep your vessel clean.

Manatees arrive in South Carolina
this month! These gentle mammals migrate up from Florida for
the summer and can be found in
many of our tidal creeks. Be sure
to boat slowly though narrow
waters – boat strikes are a leading
cause of death not just for manatees, but for sea turtles and dolphins as well.

By June, the season for South
Carolina’s favorite seafood is in
full swing. Find white and brown
shrimp at seafood markets all
along the coast. Fresh seafood
tastes better and supports our local shrimpers. How you cook the
tasty crustaceans is up to you –
steamed, pickled, or grilled, there’s
no bad way to eat them!

July marks the height of sea turtle
nesting and hatching season in
South Carolina. Sea turtles navigate using the light of the moon,
so help nesting mothers and
hatchlings make a safe journey to
the sea by keeping artificial lights
off the beach at night, including
flashlights, camera flashes, and
beachfront property lights.

September

October

November

Fall offers some of the best saltwater fishing of the year. As temperatures cool, hit your local fishing
pier or try fishing from a kayak.
Fishing offers a great way for the
whole family to enjoy the oudoors.
Fishing licenses are easy to purchase, and the money you spend
goes directly toward efforts to protect our natural resources.

It’s an ideal time to catch red
drum they gather inshore for winter. The vast majority of anglers in
South Carolina practice catch and
release, so brush up on the best
practices for safely handling fish.
To help large fish survive, use circle hooks, aim for a quick fight,
keep fish wet, and never hold
them vertically.

April

Watch for changes in the salt
marsh – a shift from bright green
marsh grasses to a gorgeous golden landscape. Did you know South
Carolina has more salt marsh than
any other Southeastern state?
These landscapes are integral to
our coast, protecting our shores
from storm damage and providing habitat to countless wildlife.

December
There’s arguably no better winter
tradition than the oyster roast. Local oysters are at their peak in winter and can be harvested yourself
(with fishing license) or purchased
from local markets. However you
get them, make sure to recycle
your empty shells with SCDNR so
they can be used to rebuild oyster
reefs along the coast.

